
 
 

2020 GPISD AP Language and Composition Summer Reading 

Required Reading:  
 
Students enrolling in an AP English Language and Composition course must read two texts. They can choose 
between Thank you for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs (the first 13 chapters only) or On Writing Well:The Classic Guide to 
Writing Nonfiction (Chapters 1-19 and Chapter 23: A Writer’s Decisions) by William Zinsser, AND then choose one 
literary nonfiction text from the approved course list below.   
 
The summer reading book of choice should be something that the student wants to read. The titles on this list 
encompass a variety of content, so it is the responsibility of the student and parent to make an appropriate 
selection.  
 
To help pick your book, you can:  
 

● read reviews and a synopsis at http://www.goodreads.com  
● read reviews by parents and students at https://www.commonsensemedia.org  

 
The websites may not have every title listed below, so ask family, friends, neighbors, or teachers for their 
recommendations.  
 
Required Reading for AP Lang (please choose one):  
 
Thank You for Arguing (3rd Edition) Chapters 1-13, Jay Heinrichs  
 

OR  
 

On Writing Well:The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction Chapters 1-19 and Chapter 23: A Writer’s Decisions by 
William Zinsser 
 
Literary Nonfiction Choice (Choose one): 
 

1. A Room of One’s Own by Virginia Woolf 
2. Bird by Bird: Some Instructions on Writing and Life, Anne Lamott 
3. Black Dove: Mamá, Mi’jo, and Me by Ana Castillo 
4. Imaginary Homelands by Salman Rushdie (collection of essays) 
5. Life and Death in Shanghai by Nien Chang 
6. The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley and Malcolm X 
7. The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer by Siddhartha Mukherjee 
8. The Labyrinth of Solitude by Octavio Paz    
9. The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History by Elizabeth Kolbert   
10. Where the Past Begins: A Writer’s Memoir by Amy Tan 

 
Assignment:   
 
Students will complete one assignment for each book:    
 

1. Thank You For Arguing or On Writing Well: As you read the required text, you will complete an 
assignment over 13 chapters. See the assignment sheet for more details and examples. 

 
2. Nonfiction Choice: During the first nine weeks of school, you will complete a choice project over your 

nonfiction book. Your teacher will provide details about this assignment when you return to school. 
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Read the first 13 chapters of Jay Heinrichs  
“Thank You for Arguing.”  
 
Due Date:  Your first Week of AP English Language  
 

Heinrichs, Jay. Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and 
Homer Simpson Can Teach Us about the Art of Persuasion. New York: 
Three Rivers, 2013. Print. 
 

Be sure to purchase  the “Revised and Updated Edition.” You can 
purchase either a new or used copy. Below you will find the ISBN for the 
book so that you can make sure you purchase the correct edition.  
ISBN: 978-0-385-34775-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Chapters 1-19 and 23: A Writer’s Decision in William Zinsser’s “On 
Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction.” 
 
Due Date: Your first Week of AP English Language 
 
Zinsser, W. (2016). On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing 
Nonfiction. New York: HarperPerennial. 
 
Be sure to purchase  the “Revised and Expanded Edition.” You can 
purchase either a new or used copy. Below you will find the ISBN for the 
book so that you can make sure you purchase the correct edition.  
ISBN: 978-0-060-89154-1 
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Summer Reading Assignment 
 
You must complete each of the following tasks for the first 13 chapters of Thank You for Arguing or for Chapter 1-
19 and Chapter 23 of On Writing Well. Be sure to respond to each task thoroughly and completely. You should 
make sure your ideas are both organized and presented clearly. Please keep in mind that this is an AP class; 
therefore, we expect well-developed responses.  
 
What to Do:  Complete the following task and make sure that your product looks like the examples provided. Your 
end product will include the following response (13 total). This can be done electronically or be neatly 
handwritten.  
 
Thank You For Arguing by Jay Heinrichs 
 

1. For each of the first 13 chapters, you will choose one rhetorical concept that Heinrichs explores; choose a 
different concept for each chapter. In your response, identify the chapter and the concept on which you 
would like to focus.  
 
Example: Chapter 3: Arguing with Past-Tense Verbs 
 

2. Paraphrase*—do not directly quote—the concept as presented in the text and how it can be used.  Be 
sure to include the pages where you found the information, as shown in the example below. For more 
information on the rhetorical concepts, visit 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm.  

 
Example: Forensic rhetoric relies on past-tense verbs. It usually places blame on an individual and leads to 
discord by creating a never-ending, back and forth argument of blame (Heinrichs 28-29).  
 

On Writing Well: A Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction by William Zinsser 
 

1. From the 20 chapters read, choose 13 to explore further. The end product will include 13 total responses. 
For each of the 13 chapters, choose one concept that Zinsser explores; choose a different concept for 
each chapter. In your response, identify the chapter and the concept on which you would like to focus.  

 
3. Paraphrase*—do not directly quote—the concept as presented in the text and how it can be used.  Be 

sure to include the pages where you found the information, as shown in the example below. For more 
information on the rhetorical concepts, visit 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/rhetoricaldevicesinsound.htm.  

 
*Paraphrasing is an essential skill, especially in the AP English Language classroom. When we synthesize sources, 
we must be able to talk about them without plagiarism. The questions below will help with this task. 
 
When paraphrasing ideas, ask one of the following questions to create an authentic response: 
 
● What does the text establish in regards to social, historical, or political context? 
● What does the text indicate about the use of the rhetorical concept? 
● What information can be inferred from the text? 
● What does the text imply about the rhetorical concept? 
 
Nonfiction Choice Book:  
 
While it is not specifically required to annotate your book of choice, know that you will use this book for a project 
during the first nine weeks of school.  You must finish reading it before the start of school.
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Rubric: 
 
Advanced: 
● Thorough entries include meaningful questions, observations, and reflections of the concept as well as the 

writing; variety of concept uses included in paraphrase.  
● Comments demonstrate analysis and interpretation of the concept – thinking beyond the surface level of 

the text. 
● Each chapter has one entry that thoroughly responds to both steps 1 and 2 as described on page 2 of this 

assignment. 
● Word choice is purposeful and precise. Sentences are well controlled and reflect a consistent command of 

spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage conventions. 
 
Proficient: 
● Reasonable entries include questions, observations, and/or reflections of the content as well as the 

writing style; paraphrase of concept. 
● Comments demonstrate some analysis and interpretation – thinking somewhat beyond the surface level 

of the text.   
● Each chapter has one entry that responds to both steps 1 and 2 as described on page 2 of this assignment. 
● Word choice is clear and specific. Sentences are controlled and reflect a command of spelling, capitalization, 

punctuation, grammar and usage conventions. 
 
Adequate: 
● Brief entries include questions, comments, observations, and/or reflections of the content or writing 

style; paraphrase of most concepts. 
● Commentary remains mostly at the surface level. The commentary suggests thought in specific sections 

of the text rather than throughout.   
● Each chapter has one entry that partially responds to either step 1 or 2 as described on page 2 of this 

assignment. 
● Word choice is general and imprecise. Sentences are awkward or partially controlled and reflect a partial 

command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage conventions. 
 
Inadequate:   
● Commentary is perfunctory. There is little or no attempt to paraphrase the concept.  
● Not all chapters include entries. 
● Word choice is vague or limited. Sentences are simplistic or uncontrolled and reflect no command of 

spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar and usage conventions. 


